
WHAT'S NEXT? Dreaming Big: Community Development's Next Big Advocacy Ask 

If you could have anything you needed for your organization and community to be well, thrive, 
prosper what would you ask for?  What would be a policy or several policies you would 
advocate for, plan and work towards for bringing equity more fully into your community?  

This roundtable conversation led by some of the country's most effective advocates pushing big 
ideas for radical equity help ground how their work evolved and what steps Philadelphia 
community developers can replicate or innovate. 

• Alderman Robin Rue Simmons, City of Evanston - 5th Ward
• Jacqueline Waggoner, President, Solutions Division, Enterprise Community Partners,

Inc.
• Diane Yentel, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition
• Moderated by Beth McConnell, Director of Policy, Office of Community Empowerment

and Opportunity

Robin Rue Simmons is a strategist, civic entrepreneur and alderman 
of Evanston’s 5th Ward.  Ald. Rue Simmons began her career 22 years 
ago when she launched her first business as a real estate broker. 
Troubled by the wealth disparities and concentrated poverty in urban 
communities, she wanted to help young adults build wealth early 
through homeownership. Over the course of her entrepreneurial career, 
she has launched and operated multiple businesses, including a 
bookstore that offered free afterschool programming and a construction 
firm that employed dozens of minority skilled tradespeople, and has 

developed dozens of affordable homes funded by the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. 

Rue Simmons was elected 5th Ward alderman for the City of Evanston in 2017. Since taking 
office, she has prioritized improving the lived experience and expanding opportunities for Black 
residents. Most notably, she led the passing of the nation’s first reparations program, which will 
be funded by the first $10 million of Adult Use Cannabis sales tax revenue. Robin is the 
chairman of the Reparations Committee and a strong advocate for social equity applicants in 
the cannabis business. 

Known for her “Solutions Only” approach in service and business, Ald. Rue Simmons is the 
director of innovation and outreach at Sunshine Enterprises, which has supported over 1000 
neighborhood entrepreneurs (98% African American, 74% women) in launching or growing a 
business. She also serves as chief strategist at Ujima Solutions Group, LLC, in addition to 
managing residential and commercial property that she owns. In her free time, she enjoys her 
family, new experiences and forest bathing. 



Jacqueline Waggoner is president, Solutions Division, for Enterprise 
Community Partners, Inc. She leads a team of over 300 talented 
Enterprisers across the country, driving Enterprise’s programmatic, 
policy and advisory work in alignment with our strategic priorities: 
Increase Housing Supply, Advance Racial Equity, and Build Upward 
Mobility and Resilience. 

Prior to her promotion to president in October 2020, Jacqueline was vice 
president and Southern California market leader. She led Enterprise’s 

affordable housing, community development, investment and strategic programs serving the 
state’s Central Coast to San Diego, with a particular focus on the Los Angeles region. 

Jacqueline started with Enterprise in 2005. During her tenure, she has deployed capital, 
intellectual resources and capacity building tools to achieve Enterprise’s strategic and 
production goals, leading to more than $1.3 billion in Enterprise investments locally. With her 
experience in commercial real estate lending spanning more than 24 years, she has worked 
with the city of Los Angeles, banks and nonprofit developer partners to create local funds for 
affordable housing, advocate for low-income families and advance Enterprise’s vision of 
providing affordable homes in vibrant communities. 

Jacqueline serves on a number of public, nonprofit and coalition boards, including the Los 
Angeles Homeless Services Authority Commission (vice chair) and its Ad Hoc Committee on 
Black People Experiencing Homelessness (chair), the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, the 
Los Angeles Business Council and the Committee for a Greater LA. A Los Angeles native, she 
holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology and a master’s degree in urban planning from UCLA. 

Diane Yentel is the President and CEO of the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, a membership organization dedicated solely to 
achieving socially just public policy that ensures people with the lowest 
incomes in the United States have affordable and decent homes. Diane 
is a veteran affordable housing policy expert and advocate with nearly 
two decades of work on affordable housing and community 
development issues. Before rejoining NLIHC (where she previously 
worked as a policy analyst), Diane was Vice President of Public Policy 
and Government Affairs at Enterprise Community Partners, where she 

led federal, state and local policy, research and advocacy programs. Prior to Enterprise, Diane 
was the director of the Public Housing Management and Occupancy Division at the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), where she managed a team 
overseeing the development and implementation of nationwide public housing policies, 
procedures and guidelines. She also worked to advance affordable housing policies with Oxfam 
America and the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless, and served for 3 years as a 
community development Peace Corps volunteer in Zambia. Diane is frequently cited in media 
outlets, including the Washington Post, The New York Times, Politico, Mother Jones, NPR and 
The Guardian. She serves on the Board of Directors of the National Housing Conference, and 
the Coalition on Human Needs, and has a Masters in Social work from the University of Texas 
at Austin. 



Moderator 

Beth McConnell has spent all 28 years of her professional career 
working to advance the public interest and social justice.  She is the 
currently the Director of Policy for the City of Philadelphia’s Office of 
Community Empowerment and Opportunity (CEO).  CEO is the city’s 
Community Action Agency, and works to advance economic and racial 
justice, and create upward mobility.  Prior to joining CEO in January 
2021, she was the Policy Director for the Philadelphia Association of 
Community Development Corporations (PACDC) where she led efforts 
to advance equitable development from 2013-2021.  For five years 

prior, Ms. McConnell was also the Executive Director of the Media and Democracy Coalition, 
which convened consumer, good government, and social justice advocates to advance 
telecommunications and technology policies.  Beth was the State Director of the Pennsylvania 
Public Interest Research Group (PennPIRG) until 2017, advocating for state and federal policies 
to protect consumers.  She is on the board of directors of SEAMAAC, PennPIRG, and 
PennEnvironment, was a founding board member of PhillyCAM in 2008, and is a graduate of 
the University of Pennsylvania.   
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